Welcome to the Seventh Grade Science

COURSE CONTENTS AND GRADING POLICY

Textbook: NONE.  We will be using Amplify which can be accessed through Clever.  You can access this through the Camerado web page at both the student tab (titled online text or Clever login) or the Programs tab (titled resources).  

As Needed Daily: 
· Binder paper (loose leaf only, no tear out spiral)
· Pencils and eraser (extra lead if mechanical pencil)
· Blue/black ink pens
· Hand held pencil sharpener with container for shavings (if standard pencil)
· Colored pencils/crayons
· Red ink pens (for grading)
· Recreational reading material (must have a book on your person every day)

Grading Policy:
Points will be given for completed Amplify homework, tests, writing, labs, and projects (drawings for demonstration of understanding, posters, and slide shows).  The overall grade reflects the percentage of points achieved in relation to the total points possible for each category.  The categories are homework 20%, tests are 45%, writing five paragraph essay (one in the second trimester) is 25%, Project with each unit 25% (no project for the unit we write the essay), and labs 10%.  Individual grades are posted online, and they are sent home as a hard copy with your child mid trimester and at the end of the school grading period.  Some extra credit is available during each trimester and this is in the homework score.

				100.01% ^    	=	A+				
90 - 100%	=	A
				80 - 89%	=	B
				70 - 79%	=	C
				60 - 69%	=	D
				59.99% & less =	F

Assignments:
            Daily homework assignments are due at the end of every block period, unless the student is absent. Students with an excused absence will be given one day extension for each day absent.  Please contact me, if more time is needed or to clarify missing work.  Grades for the homework will be placed in the grade program (eschool) at the mid junction and end of unit for each unit.  Each unit will last 2-4 weeks, so there is plenty of time to get the work completed.  Assignments not turned in on the due date will result in a blank in their grade.  Work will be accepted for late, but will get reduced points (50%), but only for completed work.  Since the grade in science reflects work done on class assignments, make-up work (tests or homework) for the absent student is the total responsibility of the student.  All work can be found on my web page and is updated regularly.  Absent work must be turned in the day the student returns to class.  If you are absent the day of a test or quiz, you will be expected to take the test\quiz the day you return.  It is the responsibility of the student to ask the teacher about the test or quiz that was missed, or any other missed assignment.  Work not turned in will be considered late.

Online Amplify homework expectations:  Answers must be written in complete sentences, if the questions asked provides more than one line to answer the question.  Questions that have one or no lines to write on will not need complete sentences.  Spelling and grammar count, as does capitalization and punctuation.  The large units are worth 50 points (25 at the mid junction and 25 at the end of unit) and the smaller “engineering” units are worth 25 points.  Incomplete pages or not done pages will result in a loss of  points and incorrect spelling, punctuation and capitalization will take a point off per page.  The unit pages are graded for completion and not marked down for “wrong” answers, as long as the answer is reasonable.  The homework scores are 20% of your grade.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Tests:    The large units will start with a pre-test, then there is a mid junction test and ends with the unit final.  The only test scored is the final.  The tests are made up of level one two and three questions and each chapter correlates with each level question….chapter one teaches the level one concept/questions on the test.  The unit final is worth 50 points and will be comprised of 12-18 multiple choice and 10 points for the one written response.  The test scores are 45% of your grade.

Essays:  There will be one five paragraph essay for the year.  I will provide extra days to write the essay, a rubric, and time for peer editing.  The essay will be graded for punctuation, grammar, content, citing evidence properly, and elaboration of details.  There will be a re-write opportunity, but the re-write will only earn up to a C grade.  Writing is essential in science, since this is the main method of communication in the science community.  The essay will be based on your opinion, so right or wrong is not the issue…your justification will be a key component. The essay will be 25% of your second trimester grade.  

Projects:  There will be a project for each unit we complete, except for the unit the essay is written.  Most of the projects will be done in a group.  The projects are to help students demonstrate their understanding of the material, work as a team through collaboration, demonstrate varying modalities of communication, and to have fun learning!  One of the projects will be a poster of an element when we get to the chemistry unit, so just giving a heads up now.  Most projects can be completed through the computer or with material found in or around your home.  The projects will be 25% of your total grade.

Labs:  In order to help better understand concepts, we will be doing labs (simulated and hands on).  The main concern for labs is safety for all, so behavior and an ability to follow directions is essential.  Inappropriate behavior that could put any student at risk will lead to a referral and possible removal from future labs.  Labs are 10% of your grade.



Class Rules:
· You must bring the above listed “Materials Needed Daily” to class each day.

· In order to maintain a positive learning environment for each student in class, the following rules have been established:

· Safety is most important!  No playing with equipment.  Always be aware of those around you and the proper use of equipment and tools.
· Courtesy should be used in all situations with teachers and classmates.
· Be on time to class; ready to learn with the required materials when the bell rings.
· Active listening
· Personal best

Consequences:
· First Misconduct 	Warning (evil eye, verbal or written), unless the misconduct is too 
				severe for a general warning.
· Second Misconduct 	Student conference with teacher or email/phone home to parent
· Third Misconduct	Detention or office referral

*Behavior that compromises the safety or learning of the other students in class will be dealt with immediately and the disruptive student will be removed from the class.  A student(s) that creates an unsafe environment will also receive a 0 for that assignment. 


I hope your science year will be enjoyable as well as educational.
Sincerely,



Ms. Loucks
